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Street maintenance choices loom
[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
Taxation options or deterioration?
By John Barrette of city among top financing “The rate of deteriora-
jhamette@nevadaappeal.com streets, issues facing city govern- tion will accelerate,” he
mean- ment going into thisyear,  said.

Street maintenance while, is both cutgoing Supervisors Lack of sufficient
needs, which by all ac- an unpal- Shelly Aldean and Molly financial resources has
counts in Carson Cityare  atable op- ‘Walt noted before they developed due to a host of
growing each year, mean tion, says left office in early January.  finance pressures converg-
that financing and tax Trans- Patrick Without more revenue to  ing, almost the vehicles do
questions lie ahead. portation  Pittenger handle the job, Pittenger

Though not a new issue, Manager now says, real problems STREET, A6
it likely will move from Patrick Pittenger. loom and staff has been
back- to front-burner “The bottom line is, the  laying that out for
status now that higher gas tax isn’t what it used the Board of
water and sewer rates are  to be at any level of gov- Supervisors
in place come Tuesday ernment,” said Pittenger. as the year
to handle utility mainte- “That’s just the fact of the ~ moves
nance problems. Bonds matter. We do not have along.
now can be issued to up- sufficient resources to
grade the sewage treat- maintain the roads that
ment plant and moneyis  we have.”
available for those utilities. Street mainte-

Continual deterioration ~ nance was

We do not have sufficient resources
to maintain the roads that we have”

— Patrick Pittenger
Carson City Transportation iManager
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Utility crew members work on filling cracks near Washington Street on Ormsby Boulevard last week.
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at an unmarked intersec-
tion: No increase in the fed-
eral 18.4-cents gasoline tax,
a dwindling amount from
the state’s 18.445-cents gas
tax, the city’s mandatory
6.35-cents and optional
9-cents. Turgid economic
times, people driving less,
fuel efficient vehicles also
come into play.

Former U.S. Transporta-
tion Secretary Ray Lahood
projects that a dozen years
from now pressures will
mount on the downside re-
garding gasoline consump-
tion, which calls greater gas
tax revenues into question,

“By 2025,” Lahood said
soon after leaving the
Obama administration this
year, “all of us, every family,
will have some kind of hy-
brid or electric vehicle.”

Pittenger widened that
lens.

“It’s not just hybrids,
he said. “There are a lot
of technologies that are
impacting how much gas is
bought.” Among them, he
said, are direct injection,
diesel, and continuously
variable transmissions. In
addition, he said, people
drive less no matter what
type of vehicle they use, and
that isn’t just because of the
recession.

He said it has been 2
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Utlity crew members work on filling cracks near
Washington Street on Ormsby Boulevard last week.

decade since a drop in
vehicle miles traveled, com-
pared with national gross
domestic product, and it
continues rather than re-
versing as the nation moves
out of the recession.

All this means less road
revenue at every level,
including Carson City, and
Pittenger said street main-
tenance here is running $1
million in arrears annually.
“It will increase at a faster
rate,” he added.

Alternatives he cited for
additional funds include in-
dexing of the gasoline tax to
match the consumer or pro-
ducer price index, initiating
an annual government ser-
vices tax of up to 1 percent
on the value of vehicles, or
using the final /s of a penny
of sales tax available in Car-
son City to policy makers.
The other s of a cent in the
quarter-cent authorized for
city government goes to the
V&T Railway project.

. Either indexing the gas
tax or initiating a gov-
ernment services tax on
vehicles would require a
vote of the people. The Vs

of a penny left in sales tax
authority has been eyed for
various city government
needs this year, but the city’s
governing board has yet to
pull the trigger on that reve-
nue source for any propos-
al. Finance Director Nick
Providenti said a two-thirds
majority vote by the board
would be needed.

Finance considerations
bring out foreces wary of
higher taxation, which City
Manager Larty Werner
learned when he mentioned
the indexing option last
week. Supervisor Jim Shirk
quickly pinned down that it
couldn’t go to a vote of the
people until 2015. Werner,
however, knows the street
maintenance problem is
growing and said all tax
revenues available for it are
being used while needs keep
mounting.

Shirk, meanwhile, has
been investigating the issue
but wasn't ready to suggest
what else might be possi-
ble. “I have no idea which
pathway we're going to go
down,” he said.

Bob Lamkin of Bob's Shell

downtown said he would
oppose gas tax indexing
because Carson City service
stations enjoy a competitive
price advantage over those
in Washoe County, which
indexes.

Other city government
observers raised questions
or made observations about
the need and why it wasn't
in budgeting projections
and decisions already.

“Apparently we didn’t
look long enough inta the
future,” said Maurice White,
a retiree who unsuccessfully
sought a board seat, attends
board meetings regular-
ly, and testifies regarding
issues about which he cares.
He said the street mainte-
nance matter looks to him
like a rerun of the wastewa-
ter treatment plant issue, “It
looks to me like it’s another
one of those ‘blame past ad-
ministrations’ things.”

He raised the spectre of
poor management in the
Public Works Department,
where he said some senior
staff members have been
around for years. He em-
phasized a need for longer
term planning.

“I just don't go along with
‘if it ain’t broke, don't fix it}
he said.

Bruce Kittes, a retired de-
veloper, is another regular
government observer. He
noted some 80 percent in
government costs go for pay
and benefits, like pensions,
and that creates pressure
on ongoing budgets while
deferred maintenance al-
ways seems to crop up as an
issue.

“It isn’t in the cards for
politicians ever to have a
reserve,” he said.



